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On Nov. 9, President Cesar Gaviria announced a 90-day national state of siege in response to
escalating violence by rebel organizations and drug traffickers (see NotiSur 11/10/92 for previous
coverage). A summary of events following the announcement follows. Nov. 10: According to military
sources, Army and Navy troops backed by helicopter gunships killed 29 Simon Bolivar Guerrilla
Coordinator (Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon Bolivar, CGSB) rebels in raids during the previous
three days near La Hormiga, about 650 km. southeast of Bogota. The raids were in response to a
Nov. 7 attack in which 26 policemen guarding oil installations were killed. According to National
Police chief Gen. Miguel Antonio Gomez Padilla, the 29 rebels were part of the CGSB unit that killed
the policemen. Mines and Energy Minister Guido Nule Amin told reporters the government will
suspend the contracts of any domestic or foreign oil company shown to provide financial support,
most commonly in the form of protection money, to rebel groups. Nule Amin said a government
investigation into oil company links to the rebels will be complete by the end of the week. The
Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) issued a statement of solidarity
and support for Gaviria's campaign against terrorism sponsored by rebels and drug traffickers.
Nov. 11: The government announced monetary rewards for the capture of CGSB leaders: US$1.4
million each for Manuel Marulanda ("Tirofijo"), leader of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia, FARC) and Manuel Perez, leader of
the National Liberation Army (Ejercito Nacional de liberacion, ELN); and US$700,000 each for
deputy commanders Timoleon Jimenez, Alfonso Cano and Raul Rojas of the FARC and Nicolas
Rodriguez of the ELN. The government will also pay between US$80,000 and US$150,000 for each
regional rebel leader captured. Nov. 12: According to the Defense Ministry, Gaviria accepted the
resignations of Army chief Gen. Manuel Murillo, Air Force chief Gen. Jaime Forero Quinonez and
Navy chief Vice Adm. Gustavo Mejia. The Defense Ministry described the reshuffle as "a normal
occurrence in the armed forces, which traditionally comes at the end of the year." Sources cited by
the Agence France-Presse said the resignations could represent a protest against the perception
of the "weak government response" in the 30-year war against the insurgents. In addition, the
sources said senior military leaders never really accepted the naming of a civilian to the post
of defense minister, as consummated with Aug. 1991 appointment of Rafael Pardo. Nov. 13: In
an impromptu speech in Popayan, Gaviria called on all Colombians to join the struggle against
violence. "The government can't do it alone...Say no to the guerrillas, no to violent criminals, no
to drug traffickers...," he said. Nov. 14: Interior Minister Humberto de la Calle, Justice Minister
Andres Gonzalez and chief federal investigator Gustavo de Greiff announced implementation of
three new decrees. The decrees mandate creation of a witness protection program, grant criminal
immunity for witnesses, and establish a special auditor to guard against public funds passing to
the rebels. Under the state of emergency, the government previously issued three separate decrees
limiting the rights of the media to cover the activities of, or publish interviews with, rebels or drug
traffickers, granting the armed forces certain judicial powers in remote regions, and prohibiting
regional government officials from negotiating with rebels. Colombian Bishops Council president
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Msgr. Pedro Rubiano said the emergency measures adopted by the government "are what the
country has needed for a long time." CGSB spokesperson Luis Carlos Guerrero denied government
reports that security agents had killed 58 rebels in recent days, saying that "these were largely
poor workers and campesinos in war zones, killed by indiscriminate bombing and machinegun
fire." Guerrero said that, because of the state of emergency and restrictions on the media, the only
source of information is the military, which disseminates "distortions." Nov. 15: The Medellin Police
Directorate announced it would pay a US$70,000 reward for information leading to the arrest of
assailants responsible for the murder of the city's police agents. In addition, rewards of between US
$140 and US$30,000 will be paid for information leading to the seizure of weapons and explosives
intended for use against police stations and outposts. A total of 32 police agents and employees
have been killed during the past two weeks, actions the Police Directorate attributes to the Medellin
Cartel, led by escaped cartel chief Pablo Escobar. The Association of Colombian Newspapers
(Asociacion de Diarios Colombianos, ANDIARIOS) issued a statement declaring support for the
government's emergency measures. Representatives of Medellin newspaper El Colombiano refused
to sign the statement, explaining that they opposed the limitations on freedom of information and
the press imposed by the government. (Sources: Notimex, 11/11/92; Associated Press, 11/14/92;
Agence France-Presse, 11/10-15/92; Spanish news service EFE, 11/10/92, 11/11/92, 11/13-15/92)
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